SPONTANEOUS MAN, 59

to accept the assertions, arguments, and opinions of a set
of men who would cast down at one fell swoop the widely-
received beliefs inculcated in the minds of enlightened
mankind by the sacred book of God. Men will not fall
blindly into such a belief, not even with the most con-
vincing argnments.

Throw down the testimony of the Bible, annul in your
mind its sacred truths, and we are at once thrown into a
perfect chaos of confusion and ignorance. Destroy the
belief which has been entertained for ages by the enlight-
ened portion of mankind, and we are thrown at once on a
level with the ignorant son of the forest respecting our
own origin. In his natural state he would even have the
advantage of his more enlightened brother, for he deduces
his beliefs from what he sees of nature and nature’s work,
and possessing no certain proof or knowledge of the manner
of his creation, he simply but forcibly styles himself
“gpontaneous man.”  On the other hand, the white man,
divested of Bible truths and history, yet possessing wisdom
and learning, and a knowledge of the conflicting testimony
of ages past, descended to him in manuseript and ancient
monuments, possessing also a knowledge of the physical
formation of all races of men and the geological formation
of the earth, would still be at a loss to arrive at certain
conclusions; and the deeper he bit into the apple of know-
ledge, the more confused would be his mind in attempting
without the aid of God’s word to solve the deep mysteries
of Nature—to solve the mystery of the creation of a uni-
verse in which ounr earth is apparently but as a grain of
sand, and to solve the problem of his own mysterious ex-
istence.

‘We pause, therefore, before we take advantage of any
apparent discrepancy or contradiction in the Bible which
may be artfully shown to us by unbelieving writers, and
to make use of it to more easily prove any favorite theory



